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RYAN KEON:  Your Nepean-Carleton Liber al Candidate
The NCFLA is pleased to present your
candidate for the next election, Ryan
Keon, who was nominated on
September 9, 2009. Ryan has been
touring the riding, door-knocking and
appearing at events and is listening to
the concerns of people right across the
riding.

Ryan Keon and his wife Cindy, both
lawyers, were married in 1999 and have
since then lived in Manotick, where
Cindy grew up.  They are proud parents
of William (age 10) and Emily (age 8).

Ryan was born and raised in the Ottawa
area.  Ryan graduated from St. Pius X
High School in 1988.  Ryan received a
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1991from
Trinity College at the University of
Toronto.  In 1995, Ryan Keon
graduated fifth in his law school class
at the Howard University School of
Law, an institution with one of the
strongest social justice traditions in the
world. In 2002, then in his fifth year as
a practicing lawyer, Ryan Keon
received a Masters of Laws degree
(LL.M.) fr om the Faculty of Law at
McGill Uni versity.

Since 1998, Ryan Keon has practiced
law in Ottawa, growing into his current
role as general counsel to business
clients.  Ryan is a member of the bar in
both the Province of Ontario and the
State of New York.  Ryan began his
legal career in 1996 with the Ottawa
office of Gowling Strathy Henderson,
LLP, working there first as an articling
student and then as an associate in the

business law and real estate practice
group until May 2000.  From June 2000
until February 2004, Ryan was
employed by the law firm of  LaBarge
Weinstein LLP, one of the most
dynamic firms serving Ottawa’s high
tech business community. 

Since 2004, Ryan has practiced in
offices located within the riding of
Nepean-Carleton.  Ryan practiced with
two partners in Manotick under the firm
name of Wilson Keon LLP until the
start of  2007.  Ryan then opened his
own law office in the Hunt Club West
business park under the firm name of
Keon Law Professional Corporation. 

Ryan looks forward to speaking to you!
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ROCCO ROSSI PADDLES
INTO MANOTICK

This past July, Liberal Party of  Canada
National Director Rocco Rossi was
“Up the Creek With a Paddle” as he
kayaked from Kingston to Ottawa on a
nautical fundraiser aimed at supporting
Michael Ignatieff and the Liberal Party
of Canada.

“With the help of Liberals and
progressive Canadians, we hope
Michael Ignatieff will become the 23rd
Prime Minister of Canada,”  said Rossi.
“In honour of  our Leader, I have chosen
to spend some of my summer vacation
paddling the 23 lock stations of the
Rideau to raise some money and meet
Liberal friends along the way!”

This light-hearted initiative saw Rocco
paddle over 200km along the beautiful
Rideau Canal Waterway, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. In his travels from
Canada’s old capital to our current
capital, Rocco visited communities and
Liberals along the route. On July 28,
Rocco paddled into the Manotick
Locks to a crowd of cheering Nepean-
Carleton Liberals.

Rocco gave an invigorating speech to
us and to the media
that were present
about why he
believes in Michael
Ignatieff ’s vision
for the great
country of Canada.

Nepean-Carleton
Liberals joined
their counterparts
across Canada to
donate multiples of
$23 to the Party to
help bring Liberal
government back to
Canada.

The event was a
t r e m e n d o u s
success, and Rocco
thanked NCFLA
members for the
warm welcome.

ABOVE:  Rocco speaks with Nepean-Carleton candidate Ryan
Keon. BELOW:  NCFLA member s pose for a photo with R occo.
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Jim Watson celebrates 15 years in public service

Nepean-Carleton Liberals and federal Liberal candidate Ryan Keon joined
supporters and colleagues from across the city in celebrating Minister of Municipal
Af fairs and Housing Jim Watson’s 15 years of public service on October 15.

Movers and shakers
from across the city
gathered at the Marconi
Centre on Baseline Road for
an extravagant benefit
dinner.  The proceeds of
benefit were in support of
Project s.t.e.p.,  a community
initiative to fund the
construction of a youth
residential drug treatment
centre in the Ottawa region.

The $125-per-plate
event was keynoted by
Ottawa Police Chief Vern White, who spoke of the problems of substance abuse
in the Ottawa area and the need for early intervention and treatment options.

Chief White’s address was followed by a video tribute to Watson, depicting
his numerous years in various elected offices, followed by a speech by Watson
himself reflecting on his time as a public servant.

The benefit dinner raised $22,000 for Project s.te.p., a project that Watson is
deeply committed to.  Those interested in contributing to Project s.t.e.p. can visit
www.project-step.ca, or call (613) 228-6734.

Nathan Carr

YOUNG LIBERAL BEA T

It has been awhile since we’ve had a
Young Liberal club in the riding.
Therefore, I am particularly proud to
announce that, once again, the pitter-
patter of less-than-25-year-old feet can
be heard!

On May 19, we officially founded as a
club with 10 new members, and are
growing strong. If  you haven’t already
met the Young Liberals, the new
members are: Benjamin Barkin, Delroy
Dyer, Nathan Carr, Neha Shukla,
Mic hael Thornton, Rishi Patry, Asha
Hingorani, Jack Schroder and Geoffrey
Hall.

I would like to give a special mention to
our new federal candidate, Ryan Keon.
We look forward to working with him
and the federal riding association to
bring a new MP to the House of
Commons. Good luck to Ryan in the
(hopefully not too soon!) upcoming
federal election. The Young Liberals
will be active volunteers in that
endeavour.

We also would like to thank Gordon
Shields and Jai Aggarwal, our federal
and provincial riding counterparts for
their generous help as well. We look
forward to working with them both in
the future.

Coming up in the next few months, the
NCYLA will be actively participating
in fundraising and party events, bringing
some attention to our much needed little
corner of the city. We hope to encourage
all Young Liberals from wherever to
join us to promote liberalism in the
riding of Nepean-Carleton!

Ben Barkin
President

Nepean-Carleton Young Liberals

Check out the
Nepean-Carleton
Young Liberals on

Facebook!

The Nepean-Carleton Young Liberals recently went skeet
shooting in Stittsville . Here, President Ben Barkin lines one up.



“In April-May [2009] alone, program
expenditures ballooned by 13.4 per cent
and … the national debt, whittled down
by the Liberals, will climb to $630
billion within four years under
Conservative stewardship.”

~ Nelson Wiseman, political science
professor at the University of Toronto, as
quoted in the Hill Times, Mon 14 Sept
2009, pg 11

“While Canadians die in an effort to
bring transparent and accountable
government to Afghanistan, Canada’s
government is waging a war to suppress
transparency and accountability in
Ottawa. The target of our government’s
rage: the Parliamentary Budget Officer,
Kevin Page. Far too many in
government are calling to restrict his
power, limit his budget or even have
Page removed when the exact opposite
should be happening.”

~ Sean Bruyea, a disabled soldier who
served 14 years with the Canadian Forces,
quoted from the Hill Times, Aug 3 2009,
pg 10

“[In the last election, the Liberals]
increased their raw vote, their vote
share, their number of seats, their
number of second-place finishes. They
increased the number of seats where
they got their rebate, and they increased
their vote in 62 or 75 seats. … If you’re
actually looking by the numbers the
Liberals did a bit better in Quebec last
time than what they’re given credit for.”

~ Alice Funke, operator of Pundits
Guide website

“When I joined [the Conservative]
party, I believed its vision at the time. I
came to the realization they don’t have
as much integrity as they claim.”

~ Liberato Martelli, 2006 Conservative
candidate in Bourassa, QC, quoted in
Ottawa Citizen, Tues 12 Aug 2008

Here is a small list you can use when your friends and family ask you
why this government doesn’t deserve their vote:

- breaking their own law with regard to fixed election dates
- destroying Canadian prosperity and spending us into the deepest deficit
ever, recently taking the national debt over $500 billion
- higher energy costs (including gasoline) to come in their hidden
environmental plan that they refuse to make public
- the election rebate scandal, where the Tories allegedly stole $780,000
of  your hard-earned taxpayer dollars, without apology or remorse
- the continued coverup of clear indications of torture in Afghanistan
- anti-choice zealots who are hoping to take away a woman’s right to
choose if they get a majority
- broken promises on day care, health care, the GST, capital taxes and,
of  course, income trusts
- higher taxes on beer and wine to punish average Canadians
- the needless delay of  the badly needed Strandherd-Armstrong bridge,
despite repeated promises
- the silent support for capital punishment – sanctioning the execution
of Canadian citizens abroad
- lower defence spending than the Trudeau administration
- plum patronage appointments and taxpayer money going to
Conservative party pals
- a foolish cut to the GST, against economist advice, when inflation was
already too high
- the denigration and firing of loyal public servants
- more government secrecy and centralization in the PMO than ever
- the mass collection of personal information of  Canadians, such as
their religious beliefs - Big Brother in Canada!
- worsening of Canada/US relations and damage to our trade position
- the softwood lumber sellout - $1 billion of taxpayer dollars transferred
to the United States
- the ruthless destruction of  South Nepean’s LRT hopes, setting our
public transit back at least a decade
- an “Accountability Act”  which, according to the Information
Commissioner, actually reduces accountability
- such corruption that
the RCMP has to raid
the party offices
- efforts to turn the
Canadian Senate into an
unproductive partisan
cesspool
- the distribution of a
Conservative playbook
to disrupt parliamentary
committee proceedings
and waste taxpayer
dollars
- and so much more!
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Quotes to Quote Why these Conservati ves have failed Canada

The Liberals offer Canada a credible alternative



MP Pierre Poilievre loves to crow
about “results for you.” The latest result
has Canadians grimacing and our future
generations wincing – drum roll – the
Conservatives have taken Canada’s
national debt over the $500 billion
mark!

According to the Canadian Taxpayers’
Federation, the big moment occurred
late on Sunday, November 22. Pierre,
who admits to drinking every day, was
no doubt downing a few extra in
celebration of his results.

I can’t say I feel like partying. The
Liberal administrations of Chretien and
Martin worked hard to reduce the debt
burden, and the Conservatives
proceeded to jack up government
spending to record levels, foolishly cut
the GST to keep income taxes
artificially high, give money to their
political pals and drive the national debt
right back up.

$500 billion; the number sends shivers
down the spine. Only one other time in
history has Canada reached this mark.
And which, you ask, was the last
government to take Canada over the
$500 billion threshold?

Why,  that was the last Conservative
government of Brian Mulr oney.
Excessive spending and the piling up of

debt would seem to be proud
Conservative hallmarks.

Mr . Mulr oney was elected in 1984
stressing deficit reduction as a key
element in its economic program, and
then proceeded to take the debt from just
under $200 billion in 1984 to $508
billion in late 1993. Quite an
achievement for only nine years!

The Liberal Party of Canada believes
that a government should live within its
means and, most especially, treat the
public purse with care.

While deficit spending may allow
politicians to throw money at all the pet
projects it can think of, as this
government has done, it is our children
and their children who are going to have
to pick up the tab, not only with regard
to the debt created but also the interest
payments required on that debt.

Stephen Ambler of the Université de
Québec à Montréal argues debt to
represent “higher taxes for our
children.”

Indeed, in 1995, when a caller to an
open-line radio program chastised then-
Finance Minister Paul Martin for his
cuts in the name of deficit reduction, the
minister replied, “What you are saying
is that we should take care of you and

forget about your kids?” The phones
then lit up with caller after caller
repeating the theme that Canadians
were prepared to make sacrifices in
order to balance the budget so that they
would not be saddling their children
with a massive debt.

In the 12 years the Chrétien/Martin
Liberals were in off ice, despite
significant positive spending
initiatives, they reduced the national
debt by $62 billion, an average of over
$5 billion per year, and this has caused
Canada to move from having the
second-worst debt-to-GDP ratio in the
G7 nations to having the best. The
federal debt as a percentage of GDP
fell from nearly 75% in 1995 to 38.7%
in 2005.

This accomplishment is impressive
given that they were saddled with an
annual deficit of $42 billion by the
previous Mulroney Conservative
administration.

Fur ther, the Liberal government
invested over $30 billion in health care
and child care, reduced taxes by over
$100 billion alongside their debt
repayment efforts.

Canada can do better, and a Liberal
government will do better. Let’s end the
Conservative debt sentence for Canada.

Editor’ s Desk: Mer ry Christmas - a Conservati ve “debt”  sentence for Canada

Canada at 150: Rising to the Challenge

On November 24, Michael Ignatieff announced the Liberal Party of Canada will host this special conference in Montreal,
from March 26 to 28, 2010. In the tradition of  the 1960 Kingston Conference and the 1991 Aylmer Conference, it will
invite progressive thinkers and activists from a broad swath of Canadian society to discuss the fundamental challenges
facing Canada in a new era of uncertainty and global economic upheaval. The conference will be a key step in the develop-
ment of the Liberal Party’s platform for the next general election.

In just a few short years, we’ll be celebrating our country’s 150th anniversary. But the fundamental question is what kind
of  country will w e be – and can we be? How can we ensure that – in a rapidly changing global economy – we have the
industries and jobs we need? How can we ensure that social safety net that Canadians need and want is strong and secure?
How can we narrow the growing gap between the wealthiest few and all the rest of us? What kind of careers, what kind of
lives can our kids expect?

If we Liberals want to earn the support and trust of all those millions of Canadians who want an alternative to the Harper
Conservatives, we need to address those concerns. We need to do it in a spirit of openness to the best ideas and brightest
minds not just in Canada, but around the world.

For more information about the conference, please visit www.liberal.ca.



6

This past year has certainly been an
interesting one for the rights for
Canadian travellers. You want rights?
Not under the Reform/Bloc alliance!

If  you’re a frequent flier, or even an
occasional one, you were paying
attention when the Conservatives and
Bloc teamed up in one of their famous
coalitions to destroy Canada’s own Air
Passenger Bill of Rights, modelled after
a similar bill in existence in Europe.

That’s right: this right-wing
government, and its Bloc Quebecois
soulmates, do not believe you deserve
to have rights when a customer of an
airline.

The bill, brought forward by Manitoba
MP Jim Malo way, would have
mandated compensation for travellers
in such events as lost luggage and
unreasonable delays on the tarmac –
we’ve all experienced that.

To protect the airlines as well, the
legislation made allowances for events
beyond the airlines’ control, such as
weather.

And still, the Conservative/Bloc
alliance decided that rights for airline
passengers just doesn’t line up with their
philosophy for Canada.

Sounds like they are more beholden to
big-money lobbyists for the airline
industry than they are worried about
standing up for the little guy.

The circumstances surrounding the
sudden death of this enormously popular
bill are suspicious, and MP Maloway
has asked ethics commissioner Mary
Dawson to investigate whether there
was any collusion between the minister
of transportation and the major airlines
to stymie the passenger bill of rights. We
will be watching for the outcome of this
investigation.

Conservati ve/Bloc Que becois “coalition”  ends hopes for air passenger rights

Questions/Comments? Please feel free to contact Mark Johnson, Editor, at
Nepean.Carleton@gmail.com. He welcomes all feedback!

When Pierre Poilievre promises
“r esults for you,”  he apparently failed
to mention that “you” only means his
rich corporate buddies. When residents
of Nepean-Carleton, many of whom fly
regularly, step into the voting box, they
will surely remember this slap in the
face.

The Liberals voted in favour of the bill,
as did the NDP, but we were
outnumbered by the Reform/Bloc
alliance. The motion calling for the bill
to die was passed 7-4 by a parliamentary
committee on Monday, November 23.

Party of Canada (Ontario)
What:  2010 Annual General Meeting

Where: Caesers Windsor Casino, Windsor, Ontario
When: Friday, February 5 to Sunday, February 7, 2010

How much: Early Bird Fee (due January 18, 2010) $250 for a delegate, $125 for a
youth and $350 for an observer

Stay tuned - the NCFLA will soon be organizing a delegate selection meeting!


